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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION ON SOVIET PROFESSOR 
REF: STATE 135832, MOSCOW 7865, REYKJAVIK 0743 

1 . ON JUNE 6 EMBASSY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER LAWRENCE M. 

GROSSMAN WAS INVITED TO THE HOME OF AN ICELANDIC ACTRESS 
AND FOUND AMONG THE GUESTS PRESENT PROFESSOR VLADIMAR 
YAKUB. YAKUB INTRODUCED HIMSELF AS A LINGUIST AND A 
TELEVISION FILM MAKER AND STATED THAT HE WAS IN ICELAND 
MAKING FILMS FOR A WEEKLY TELEVISION PROGRAM WHICH IS 
SHOWN THROUGHOUT THE SOVIET UNION ON SUNDAY EVENINGS 
WHICH HE HOSTS. 

2. PROFESSOR YAKUB SPOKE WITH GROSSMAN IN GOOD BUT 
SOMEWHAT HALTING ENGLISH, APOLOGIZING AT FIRST BECAUSE 
HE SAID HE HAD NOT SPOKEN ENGLISH SINCE HE MET WITH A 
GROUP OF OFFICERS FROM THE KEFLAVIK NAVAL STATION DURING 
HIS LAST VISIT TO ICELAND 12 YEARS AGO. AS THE EVENING 
PROGRESSED, IT BECAME APPARENT THAT HE HAD VERY GOOD 
COMMAND OF ENGLISH AND WAS ONLY PRETENDING TO SPEAK 

IT POORLY. HE LATER STATED THAT HE WAS FLUENT IN 
NORWEGIAN, ICELANDIC, POLISH. AND RUSSIAN BUT APOLOGIZED 
AGAIN FOR HIS ENGLISH STATING THAT HIS DAUGHTER WHO IS 
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QUITE FLUENT IN ENGLISH ALWAYS CORRECTED HIS MISTAKES. 

POLITICS WAS RARELY DISCUSSED, BUT LIVELY CONVERSATION 
DEVELOPED ON SUCH TOPICS AS LIFE IN THE SOVIET UNION, 

THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE, SOVIET EDUCATION, ETC. WHAT 
GROSSMAN FOUND MOST IMPRESSIVE ABOUT PROFESSOR YAKUB 
WAS HIS ABSOLUTE FLUENT COMMAND OF CONVERSATIONAL 
ICELAND WHICH KEPT THE OTHER GUESTS, A GROUP OF 
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PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE AND THEIR SPOUSES, ENTHRALLED, AND 
WOULD DOUBTLESSLY MAKE HIM WELCOME AS A GUEST AT VIRTUALLY 
ANY ICELANDIC SOCIAL GATHERING. 

3. PROFESSOR YAKUB IS A TALL, THIN MAN, DARK HAIRED, WITH 
A PROMINENT ALMOST ROMAN NOSE. HE WAS DRESSED IN A DARK 
SUIT TAILORED IN WHAT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS MID-1950'S 
STYLE. 
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